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Kelly B. Maguire  <kelly.b.maguire@usda.gov>   
 

Subject of Review:  The 2018 Farm Bill (the Agricultural Improvement Act of 2018, Public Law 115-334) legalizes the 
cultivation, processing, marketing, and sale of industrial hemp under existing and forthcoming federal 
and state regulations.  Section 7605 of the 2018 Farm Bill also amends 7 U.S.C. 5940 to require the 
Secretary of Agriculture to “conduct a study of agricultural pilot programs to determine the economic 
viability of the domestic production and sale of industrial hemp”, and provide a report on that study to 
Congress.  The study should include “a review of each agricultural pilot program and any other 
agricultural or academic research relating to industrial hemp.”  The “pilot programs” refer to 
experimental hemp demonstration projects authorized by the previous Farm Bill (The Agricultural Act 
of 2014, Public Law 113-79) as specified elsewhere in 7 U.S.C. 5940.  This study documents many 
legal, economic, financial, and agronomic challenges that hemp producers and State governments faced 
in the pilot programs and are facing in transitioning from the pilot programs to economically viable  
commercial production in the longer term. 

  
 

Purpose of 
Review: 

The purpose of the review is to ensure the high-quality of the economic analysis, transparent explanation 
of methods, objective interpretation of results, and effective communication to the intended audience. 
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