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Subject of 

Review:  

USDA offers the Risk Management Agency (RMA) Federal Crop Insurance Program (FCIP) 

and the Farm Service Agency (FSA) Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 

to help farmers mitigate risks and provide indemnity payments if insured crops experience 

losses due to weather-related and market conditions. Specialty crops, which includes fruits 

and vegetables, tree nuts, dried fruits, and horticulture nursery crops, often operate in thin 

markets. Thin markets are characterized by low data availability and often high price 

volatility. A substantial amount of data is required to create actuarially sound insurance 

products, and so historically, fewer crop insurance tools have been made available to 

specialty crop producers. As RMA and FSA have both continue to develop safety net 

programs for specialty crop farmers, this study aims to expand on the understanding on 

current use of these safety net programs by specialty crop growers and organic specialty crop 

growers. 

 

Purpose of 

Review: 

The purpose of the review is to ensure the high-quality of the economic analysis, transparent 

explanation of methods, objective interpretation of results, and effective communication to 

the intended audience. 
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