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Subject of Review: Chemical pesticides, including herbicides, insecticides, fungicides and others have 
contributed to substantial increases in crop yields over the course of the past 60 years. 
Pesticides contribute to higher yields and lower input costs by controlling weeds, 
insects, and disease pathogens. Pesticides also reduce the amount of labor, machinery, 
and fuel used for pest control.  However, because pesticides are toxins, pesticide 
usage often prompts concern about human health and environmental consequences. 
Using data compiled from pesticide use surveys carried out by the National 
Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) and the Economic Research Service (ERS) of 
the USDA, and Doane Marketing Research Inc, this report examines pesticide use 
trends since 1960 to better understand changing uses of specific categories of 
pesticides, and the driving forces behind these changes. 
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