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Subject of Review: Public interest in wetland ecosystems has resulted in legislation that restricts wetland 
conversions and funds wetland conservation. The USDA has spent more than $2 
billion on wetland restoration and preservation over the last two decades. This large 
conservation effort has produced a variety of environmental outputs such as cleaner 
water, increased wildlife populations, and increased carbon sequestration. Benefits of 
wetlands are highly variable depending on their location and characteristics, as is the 
cost of restoring and preserving them. To make the most of public funds for wetlands 
conservation requires geospatial information of their benefits and costs. This report 
provides county- and sub-county-level estimates of the environmental outcomes, and, 
in some cases, economic values of wetlands’ impacts, as well as county-level 
estimates of the expected costs of restoring and preserving wetlands. 
 

Purpose of Review: The purpose of the review is to ensure the high-quality of the economic analysis, 
transparent explanation of methods, objective interpretation of results, and effective 
communication to the intended audience.  
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