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Subject of Review:  The inflation-adjusted value of Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP)
benefits has declined due to inflation since the extraordinary increase in benefit size
in April of 2009 mandated by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
(ARRA). Earlier ERS research documented improvements in food spending and food
security from 2008 to 2009 that may have resulted from the ARRA SNAP-benefit
increase. This report estimates the extent to which those gains may have been eroded
from 2009 to 2011 as a result of the reduction in real value of SNAP benefits.
Changes in food spending and food security from 2009 to 2011 were compared
between households that did and did not receive SNAP using Current Population
Survey Food Security Supplement data.

Purpose of Review:  The purpose of the review is to ensure the high-quality of the economic analysis,
transparent explanation of methods, objective interpretation of results, and effective
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