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Subject of Review: 

Identifying food security is an important task but difficult to do with limited 
information.  Current Tanzanian government efforts to identify food insecurity are 
based on a formula based on unreliable production estimates.  This does not consider 
the other aspects of food security—access, utilization, and stability.  This report 
provides a measure of access.  This measure  uses estimates of a representative 
monthly food basket for mainland Tanzania, Dar es Salaam and two geographical 
zones—the surplus corn producing Southern Highlands and the corn deficit Lake 
Zone.  The food baskets include 17 food items that make up 70 to 80 percent of 
average calorie intake.  Calculations are based on calorie shares derived from the 
2010/11 Tanzanian National Panel Survey conducted by Tanzania’s National Bureau 
of Statistics (NBS) with assistance from the World Bank.  This analysis uses retail 
prices collected by NBS to calculate the monthly food basket cost; this cost compared 
to income provides a measure of access to food.   
 

Purpose of Review: The purpose of the review is to ensure the high-quality of the economic analysis, 
transparent explanation of methods, objective interpretation of results, and effective 
communication to the intended audience.  
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	Identifying food security is an important task but difficult to do with limited information.  Current Tanzanian government efforts to identify food insecurity are based on a formula based on unreliable production estimates.  This does not consider the other aspects of food security—access, utilization, and stability.  This report provides a measure of access.  This measure  uses estimates of a representative monthly food basket for mainland Tanzania, Dar es Salaam and two geographical zones—the surplus corn producing Southern Highlands and the corn deficit Lake Zone.  The food baskets include 17 food items that make up 70 to 80 percent of average calorie intake.  Calculations are based on calorie shares derived from the 2010/11 Tanzanian National Panel Survey conducted by Tanzania’s National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) with assistance from the World Bank.  This analysis uses retail prices collected by NBS to calculate the monthly food basket cost; this cost compared to income provides a measure of access to food.  

