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Agency: Economic Research Service [ 1 Highly Influential Scientific Assessment
USDA
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Subject of Review:  Household energy insecurity is an important topic that has received little attention
within the United States. Since low-income households spend approximately equal
shares of income on food and energy costs (10-15 percent), it is just as important to
understand energy insecurity as it is food insecurity. The Low-Income Home Energy
Assistance Program (LIHEAP) is the single largest energy assistance program
available to poor households in the United States and understanding of its impact on
household energy insecurity is limited. Little empirical evidence has been generated
to determine whether LIHEAP differentially or effectively helps low-income
households. This report estimates the impact of LIHEAP on household energy
security.

Purpose of Review:  The purpose of the review is to ensure the high-quality of the economic analysis,
transparent explanation of methods, objective interpretation of results, and effective
communication to the intended audience.
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