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Subject of Review:  Food prices across the world dramatically rose between 2006 and 2008. However,
the rise in food prices was not uniform. Cereal prices especially surged, and the
average increase in rice prices was nearly twice as large as wheat prices. The causes
of the price shock are complex and unclear, but droughts, rising oil and fertilizer
prices, the expansion of biofuels, and increasing demands of a rising global
population have all been offered as potential explanations. Whatever the causes, the
effects have been dramatic, where as many as 44 million people were driven into food
insecurity. This report analyzes food-based coping strategies in response to the food
price crisis, and also investigates non-food coping strategies.

Purpose of Review:  The purpose of the review is to ensure the high-quality of the economic analysis,
transparent explanation of methods, objective interpretation of results, and effective
communication to the intended audience.
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