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Subject of Review:  Persistent population loss remains a prominent challenge for rural communities.
Young people often leave their home communities after graduating from high school
to gain life experiences in a different locale. However, stemming rural population loss
and spurring economic development may depend less on retaining young adults and
more on attracting them back later in life. Return migration plays a largely overlooked
role in replenishing population, education levels, labor supply, and the social vitality
of thousands of rural communities nationwide. This report identifies reasons for
returning and not returning to rural communities in the U.S. based on from interviews
with adults in their late 20’s and 30’s, and the demographic, economic, and social
impacts of return migrants on home communities.

Purpose of Review:  The purpose of the review is to ensure the high-quality of the economic analysis,
transparent explanation of methods, objective interpretation of results, and effective
communication to the intended audience.

Type of Review: [ 1 Panel Review [X] Individual Reviewers
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