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Preliminary Title: Nafta at 20: North America’s Free-Trade Area and its Impact on 

Agriculture 
Type of Report 
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   [X] Influential Scientific Information 
Agency: Economic Research Service 

USDA 
[   ] Highly Influential Scientific Assessment 

Agency Contact: Maurice Landes ; mlandes@ers.usda.gov  
 

Subject of Review:  Roughly 20 years have passed since the implementation of the North American Free 
Trade Agreement (NAFTA) in 1994. NAFTA has had a profound effect on some 
aspects of North American agriculture and a minor effect on others. With a few 
exceptions, intraregional agricultural trade is now completely free of tariff and quota 
restrictions, and the agricultural sectors of the member countries—Canada, Mexico, 
and the United States—have become far more integrated, as is evidenced by rising 
trade in a wider range of agricultural products, substantial levels of cross-border 
investment, and important changes in consumption and production. The NAFTA 
governments are now seeking deeper regional integration through such means as 
regulatory cooperation and modifying the agreement’s rules of origin, as well as 
broader access to markets in other parts of the world through the negotiation of 
additional free trade agreements. 
 

Purpose of Review: The purpose of the review is to ensure the high-quality of the economic analysis, 
transparent explanation of methods, objective interpretation of results, and effective 
communication to the intended audience.  

     
Type of Review: [   ]  Panel Review [X] Individual Reviewers 

  
[   ]    Alternative Process (Briefly Explain): 

   
  
Timing of Review (Est.): Start: 07/29/14 End: 11/27/14 Completed: 11/27/14 
       
Number of Reviewers: [   ] 3 or 

fewer 
[X] 4 to 10 [   ] More than 10 

  
Primary Disciplines/Types of Expertise Needed for Review:  Economists 
 
Reviewers selected by: [X] Agency [   ] Designated Outside 

Organization 
 Organization’s Name:  
 
Opportunities for Public Comment? [   ] Yes [X] No 
         If yes, briefly state how and when these opportunities will be provided: 
 How:  
      When:  
Peer Reviewers Provided with Public Comments? [   ] Yes [X] No 
Public Nominations Requested for Review Panel? [   ] Yes [X] No 
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