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Subject of Review:  For a variety of reasons, US agricultural production is growing more concentrated at
both the farm and farm product procurement levels, reviving longstanding tensions
between producers and processors. Most notably, increasing thinness at the
processing level is leaving producers of many commodities more susceptible to
potential buyer market power and less efficient price discovery, as fewer observable
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complicate USDA s efforts to collect and disseminate commodity market information,
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for livestock. This report explores the importance of thin agricultural markets, and the
challenges and opportunities they offer to producers and processors.
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