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Subject of Review:  Commercial scanner data are an integral data source for a broad range of food policy
research studies. The Economic Research Service (ERS) has acquired proprietary
household and retail scanner data from Information Resources, Inc. (IRI), including
novel data on nutrition information and health and wellness claims for a large number
of UPC products. This report provides a detailed description of the methodology,
characteristics, and statistical properties of these data sets and summarizes the
limitations and considerations for using these data for food policy research. The
report shows that the IRI data are an extensive, complex data source for food policy
research, and researchers should be aware of the representativeness of the data as well
as take care to interpret results of analyses in the appropriate context.

Purpose of Review:  The purpose of the review is to ensure the high-quality of the economic analysis,
transparent explanation of methods, objective interpretation of results, and effective
communication to the intended audience.
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