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Subject of Review:  Since 2006, overwintering losses of honey bee colonies have averaged 28.8 
percent, approximately double the 15 percent figure thought to be their 
historical rate, raising the concern that agricultural and food supply chains will 
suffer disruptions as pollination services become more costly and less 
available. We describe how beekeepers can both restock colonies in response 
to over-wintering losses through splitting and avoid losses through measures 
to reduce bee risk on the colony supply side while farmers and wholesale food 
producers can substitute away from pollination services, should pollination 
services become prohibitively expensive. We explore how bee colonies have 
fared over the past 20 years, and the effect of pollination service fees on costs 
both at the farm and the retail level. 
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