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Subject of Review:  Accessing affordable and nutritious food is a challenge for many Americans. An estimated 19 million 
individuals, or 6.2 percent of the U.S. population that lived in low-income and low access areas had 
limited access to a supermarket or grocery store in 2015. This report provides updated estimates of 
supermarket access across characteristics of the population—specifically by age, race, ethnicity, income, 
vehicle access and SNAP participation status.  These estimates are also produced separately for urban 
and rural areas. In addition, for the first time, ERS has summarized food store access by State, 
metropolitan, and micropolitan areas to provide state and local users with information by which to 
compare their areas with the rest of the country. Estimates for 2010 and 2015 are provided for each state 
in order to understand trends in supermarket access over time.  Spatial access to healthy and affordable 
food is proxied by measuring the distance to the nearest supermarket for the overall U.S. population and 
for subpopulations. 
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