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In addition to cash meal reimbursements, USDA supports school meal programs with foods 

it purchases directly and then makes available to schools. These foods, referred to as USDA 

Foods, assist school foodservices financially; USDA also includes foods that may help 

schools to meet nutrition standards, such as reduced-fat cheeses, whole grains, fruits, and 

vegetables. This study examines use of USDA Foods between 2006 and 2017, before and 

after implementation of updated school meal nutrition standards. 
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