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Organic agriculture entered the U.S. public policy realm in 1990 when Congress passed the
Organic Foods Production Act to establish national regulatory standards and oversight. U.S.
farm sales of organic crops and livestock products increased 60 percent between 2007 and
2012, to $3.1 billion, and then more than doubled, to $7.3 billion, between 2012 and 2017
The report examines the changes USDA has made in conservation, risk management and
other farm programs to facilitate the use of these programs by organic farmers. The report
also examines the growth in agricultural research, in both public and private settings, on
organic production and marketing.

The purpose of the review is to ensure the high-quality of the economic analysis, transparent
explanation of methods, objective interpretation of results, and effective communication to
the intended audience.
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