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Subject of 

Review:  

House Report 116-107 accompanying H.R. 1865 directed the U.S. Department of 

Agriculture’s Economic Research Service to conduct a study on access to affordable, 

Affordable Care Act11 compliant, high quality health care for individuals and their families 

who are self-employed on farms or in other small, locally-owned and family-owned 

businesses in rural communities. Access to health care involves affordability, which is often 

tied to health insurance coverage, as well as proximity to health care providers and facilities. 

This report describes the insurance coverage and costs of self-employed individuals and their 

families and households in nonmetro counties in 2018, with a focus on farm households that 

were covered by health insurance in 2015. It also describes the geographic distribution of 

medical facilities and providers and the level of services available in 2017. How the 

coronavirus pandemic affected health care access for self-employed nonmetro Americans is 

also presented. 
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The purpose of the review is to ensure the high-quality of the economic analysis, transparent 

explanation of methods, objective interpretation of results, and effective communication to 

the intended audience. 
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