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Ensuring “land access” is a farm policy objective that targets orderly
transition of farm operations, creating opportunities for emerging
“beginning” farm operations and for farm operations that consist of operators
that hail from “Socially Disadvantaged” groups (SDA). This objective is
motivated by several trends, including the aging of the population of U.S.
farmers, the growth in concentration of farmlands, credit constraints, and
competition for land from urban and environmental uses. The purpose of this
report is to better understand the mechanisms and barriers behind access to
farmland for beginning and SDA farmers.

This report was motived by the 2018 Farm Bill (FB), wherein the US
Congress tasked the USDA with an analysis of the barriers that prevent or
hinder the ability of beginning farmers and SDA farmers to acquire or access
farmland; and what USDA is doing to address these concerns.
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