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This report examines how producers of major labor-intensive fresh fruit and vegetable
commaodities are dealing with the rising cost of labor. Farm labor costs are rising for several
reasons, including fewer newly arrived unauthorized workers and rising State minimum
wages. Short-term options to get farm work done with fewer U.S. workers include
management changes such as picking fields and orchards less often and introducing
mechanical aids that increase worker productivity. Longer term options include more labor-
saving mechanization and more imported produce, with H-2A guest workers acting as a
bridge to more mechanization. This report examines short- and long-term adjustment options
for four major fruit and three major vegetable commodities.

The purpose of the review is to ensure the high-quality of the economic analysis, transparent
explanation of methods, objective interpretation of results, and effective communication to
the intended audience.
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