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Non-operating landlords own the majority of rented farmland which raises important
questions about their effects on the economic health of the farm sector. In particular,
absentee landlords have the potential to alter the equilibrium outcomes given that the
incentives they faced differ from operating or local landlords. In addressing such questions,
this report looks at the association between landlord absenteeism and multiple variables of
long-term economic agriculture health. This report is designed to start a broad discussion and
a starting point for a deeper statistical analysis that aims at uncovering causality and the
direction of effect.

The purpose of the review is to ensure the high-quality of the economic analysis, transparent
explanation of methods, objective interpretation of results, and effective communication to
the intended audience.
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